


Ts, 











THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE 


AND IMPARTIAL INVESTIGATOR. 








—————==——_ 





HAVE WE NOT ALJ. ONE FATHER?....HATH NOT ONE GOD CREATED US ?....MALACHI, 








VOL. VII.] 


AUBURN, N.Y. SATURDAY, MAY 16, 1829. 


[NO. 10. 














THE PREACHER. 


‘Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.’ 


A SERMON. 
BY 0. A. BROWNSON. 

“ But the wisdom that is from above, is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full 
of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and with- 
out hypocrisy.”—James iii. 17. 

Nothing is more valuable than wisdom. Sol- 
omon recommends the study of her above all 
things. ‘* Wisdom is thé principal thing, there- 
fore get wisdom, and with all thy getting get 
understanding. She will bring thee to honour 
when thou dost embrace her. She is of more 
value than rubies, more precious than gold, yea 
than fine gold.—Length of days is in her right 
hand, in her left hand, riches and honour.” 
This may well bs said of that wisdom which 
cometh down from above. But there is that 
among men called wisdom, which is a libel on 
her character. A something, passes very well 
in the crowd—very eagerly sought by the vul- 
gar. And she indeed comes recommended with 
much plausibility—with a variety of syllogisms 
and logical inductions. And we need not won- 
der at this ; she has many schools in which she 
is taught; a great number of seminaries where 
a multitude of scholars, are regularly initiated 
into the best manner of presenting her to ignor- 
ant mortals. She has long prevailed. She has 
spread her influence very wide. She has gen- 
erally been very fond of court decorations and 
sometimes leans on the arm of state to support 
her pretensions. She generaliy sueceeds best 
where the wisdom from above, her opponent, is 
least known. After all, she seems not very fair 
in her mode of proceeding, for she always walks 
in disguise. She tells us she is true wisdom, 
and pretends she has all the marks of that ce- 
lestial visitant. And she has succeeded too 
well. Base coin may be passed in the dark, 
or with those who are not sufficiently skilled 
to detect it, so she has palmed herself upon the 
world in the night of ignorance, and even now, 
in broad day tight, she finds many who mis- 
take her for what she counterfeits ; yet she is 
so bungling in her execution, that I should 
suppose those of the least discernment might 
have suspicions. 

But then she carries such effrontery in her 
véry countenance, that she overaws the timid, 
and silences their murmurs. She begins by 

















denouncing death upon all who doubt her ge- 
nuineness— prvhibits investigation ; and where 
examination would detect her fraud, she draws 
the impervious veil of mystery, and forbids en- 


quiry. ‘ 

And then she has such a fund of impudence 
and assurance, that where she knows, 
have ascertained her to be a cheat,she denies it, 
calls those who assert it, “‘ fools,”’ fools in eve- 
y sense of the word—impious liars—asserting 
that they know to be false, and warns people 
against hearing them. 

Yet there are many marks by which 
may know her. She is sometimes clad in her 
antique dress—-she loves to pray long and loud 
“ standing in the synagogues,” if not at the 
“ corners of the streets”—she fasts oft—she 
has a sad countenance—pretends a great deal 
of love for precious immortal souls—her bosom 
often heaves the deep drawn sigh, for the wel- 
fare of men—she pretends to great power—= 
offers you heaven with all its glory, if you will 
fall down and worship---she tells you.wealth is 
but a mere bauble, unworthy the notice of men 
that have souls to savé--kindly offers to take 
all your possessions to herself, and save you 
the trouble of using them--she has her con- 
venticles in which she is generally politick, 
but if she over-steps the bounds of prudence, 
she requesis those who are present not to tell 


of it when they go away ; she has great regard 


for men—prays anxiously for them—sends out 
her apostles from house to house, and some- 
times imitates the cunning of the old preacher 
to mother Eve, by ‘watching the opportunity 
when Adam is absent. 

if you do not know her when she appears, 
you cap easily ascertain where she has been, 
by the bitter envyings and strifes which follow. 
She leaves distinct bir of her progress—She 
destroys the peace and harmony of society— 
her footsteps were made in blood at the siege 
of Rochelle, and on St. Bartholomew’s night-- 
she left her mark on the ears and tongues of 
our first.settlers and reminded others of her 
presence,%wy hanging some and banishing others 
still farther ‘into the wilderness. 

But, be assured, this wisdom descendeth not 


from above ; but is earthly, sensual, devilish; 
for the wisdom that is from above is first pure, , ° 
then peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, 


full of mercy, &c. 
The wisdom that is from above is “ first pure.” 
She is one—she is no mixture—no compound 
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of heterogenius qualities—she cannot be trans- 
muted—no chemical analysis can separate her, 
or lessen aught of her weight or bulk—-put her 
into the cruicible; she remains the same—she 
is one—hbas one object in view, and one meth- 
od of gaining it—her opponent is a commix- 
ture, made up of many discordant elements, 
which, continually struggling for the mastery, 
or tending to separation, cause her to assume a 
variety of appearances, and to adopt a variety 
of measures to maintain her standing. But 
this heavenly wisdom, conscious of the pu- 
rity of her nature and design, never alters 
her course. 

She is “ peaceable !”—how true-—O have 
you everseen her? Has she ever laid her hand 
upon thy heart ? Whither fled all the elements 

discord ? Whither fled all the jarring prin- 
ciples that before disturbed thy peace, and 
made thy heart a barbarous canton filled with 
war ?: iow calm was thy bosom? How hal- 
cyon was the sensation that glided through thy 
heart, and imparadised thy whole soul ? How 
quick did the tumults of life cease ? What a 
lustre did her presence give to the habitation 
where she deigned to dwell? O how delight- 
ful was the love of parents and children, of 
brothers and sisters, friends and relations ?— 
The little community was heaven and God was 
in each heart. 

This heavenly wisdom is “ gentle.”” She did 
not frighten thee with the thunders of Sinai. 
No storms nor tempests encompassed her ; no 
earthquake was heard ; she was not dressed 
in sheets of flame, nor enveloped in clouds of 


sulphureous smoke. The thunder had ceased {o ° 


roar ; the tempest was laid---the clouds had 


Med in air away—all was hushed to peace.—- ; 
| mits him to hope, but she gives him a portion 


Nature smiled, the sun looked glad upon the 
scene. She came---light she came ; love in 
her eye, heaven in her countenance ; her still 
Small voice thrilled rapture through the soul of 
the anxious mortal. © christian, how gentle 
was that maid of light—she reproved thee not 
---There was no harshnéss in her voice ; but 
there was musick in her voice, the sweetest 
thine esr ever heard ; angels stooped from 
their seats of glory, to catch the joyous accent ; 
even Jehovah gave sigus of pleasure,when soft- 
ly in thine ear she said} “ thy sins are forgiven 
thee, go and sin no more.” 

“ Easy to be entreated.”” ‘The wisdom from 
below is different. Her disciples must be at a 
edistance, till they learn her jargon; they must 
submit to severe regimen ; they must learn to 
loathe existence ; they must becdéme familliar 
with the most frightful scenes ; their days must 
be t in fasting and prayer ; their nights in 
vigils or horrid dreams ; the huge king of Or- 
cus must shake his grisly sides before their 
eyes !—Hades must be uncapt ; the terrors of 
the burning lake must be presented with all 
its vivid fury ; the groans of the damned, the 
shrieks of ghosts; the howlings of darkened 





fiends must strike their ear ; they must sec 
themselves hair-hung, breese-shaken over the 
sulphureous gulph ; hell yawning beneath ; 
heaven blackened above ; Jehovah hurling 
winged lightnings,frowns settling on his coun- 
tenance, vengeance flashing from his starting 
eye-balis, while his awful hand grasps the 
sword unsheathed ; the hair clipt---the sinner 
falls; devilsshout. ****** But now the 
sinner stands upon the firm rock. Thus the 
wisdom from below after causing ber disciples 
to pass through this scene, permits them to 
hope that if they reverence her properly, none 
but their ungodly neighbours and their unduti- 
fu) children, shall suffer that from which they 
have been so miraculously saved. But the 
wisdom from above never wocks her disciples 
---never sports with the children of men—she 
does not attempt to increase their misery ; She 
says nothing about deep and pungeant convic- 
tion or pain ; she keeps them not for months 
and years at the gate of hell. She beholds the 
unhappy mortal—pities the suffering soul, 
and ere he can ask, flies to his relief. With 
bosom bleeding with sympathy for the human 
race, she cannot aggravate one’s misery by 
stopping to tell how wicked he has been ; how 
awlully he has sinned—-how angry God is with 
him ; she “ forgets his vices in his wo.” ‘ Son 
be of good cheer. God is thy father, thy 
friend, thy Redeemer, thy everlasting Saviour.” 
Look up, poor forsaken one, behold the bow of 
his promise ; dismiss thy fears, scatter thy 
doubts—thy Maker loves thee : His house is 
filled with rich provisions. He will give thee 
white raiment that thou mayest be clothed ; 
gold, tried in the fire, that thou mayest be 
rich. The wisdom from above not only per- 


now. She fills his soul with gladness, and 
permits him to “ rejoice and be glad all his 
days.” 

His heart melts with gratitude, he receives 
so much more than he expected, somuch more 
than he conceived, that he says, “ Of a truth 
this wisdom that cometh from above is easy to 
be entreated.” 

The wisdom from above is “ full of mercy.” 
The wisdom from below is implacable. This 
never forgives an injury ; she is relentless in 
all her proceedings ; she grasps the lightning 
—presumes to hurl the bolts of heaven at each 
she hates; she has an inquisition---carries 
wheels and racks of torture in her train ; her- 
eticks have felt her vengeanee ; dissenters 
have felt the weight of her anger ; She paints 
her God like herself ; she represents him clad 
in terrour, reeking his wrath upon his defence- 
less children, pouring the whole weight of in- 
censedOmnipotence upon his innocent,his well 
beloved Son ; she tells us God is angry every 
day ; He is dreadfully enraged; His anger 


will not be appeased without the sacrifice of — 


millions of his own offsprings to interminable 
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tortures ; she tells she shall see their misery, 
clap her hands, exulting cry “ Hallelujah,” 
as the smoke of their torment ascends! Her 
bosom is a stranger to pity ; she regards no 
tie, no relation, however precious or sacred ; 


she insinuates herself into the domestick circle | 
---the sun of mutual affection shines updn each | 


-—the soft and heavea-like passions pervade 
each bosom ; the smile of joy rests upon each 
countenance ; they live in another paradise ; 
all trees pleasant to the sight, delightful to the 
taste, scatter their fragrance and yield their 
fruit. Serpent-like she enters, coils herself 


around the tree of knowledge, and presents | 


the “death distilling fruit.” Confidence is 
gone,mutual reproach succeeds,the wife scorns 
her husband, calls him a child of the devil ; 
the husband calls the wife infatuated—happi- 
ness is gone; cherubim with a flaming sword 
guard the tree of life! 

But the wisdom from above is “ full of mer- 
oy,” her eyes stream with compassion, forgive- 
ness isin her looks, pardon in her voice ; she 
has no enemies, feels no injuries, remembers 
no insults ; all are written in sand, or like the 


keel in the wave “ leave no trace behind.” | 
The God she represents is enthroned in light, 


his face like a jasper or sardonix, his throne 
encircled by a bow of green emeralds. 
“ He looks, and ten thousands of angels rejuice, 
* And Myriads wait for his word ; 
** He speaks, and eternity filled with his voice, 
“ Re-echoes the praise of its Lord. 


He surveys the ruined world—sees his 
children plunge themselves in sin,lost in night ; 


he hears their cries. ‘heir groans ascend, they | 


have forgotten their God, they have rebelled 


against their Maker, they have called him a | 
hard master; the winged messenger of light | 


is commissioned, be flies over the hills, his 
voice is heard on the mountains sounding 
through the vast immense---it is voice of God, 
“ Ho alt ye that thirst, look untome all ye ends 
of the earth, and be ye saved ; for I am God 
and there is none else.”” Look, read your Fa- 
ther’s love ; there are no frowns on his coun- 
tenance, nought but mercy is seen there--see 
his Son, the nails have pierced his hands, the 
iron is driven through his feet, the sun is hid- 


den, the earth groans, no anathema falls from | 


his lipe— Father forgive them, they know not 
what they do !” 


She is “full of good fruits.”” Trees blossom 
—they promise fair—-the vine puts forth its 
leaves, it hangs with clusters, they are wild 
grapes. The wisdom from below has leaves. 
“ These three years have I come seeking fruit 
and finding none ; cut it down why encum- 
bereth it the ground ? She leaves nothing to 
feed the orphan, or support the widow ; like 
the Upas, she sends out her noxious effluvia, 
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| life-—wrapt into the future, she can give no re- 
, lief till we have “ shufiled off this mortal coil. 

| But the wisdom from above is full of gooa 
| fruits. She wastes not leaves or blossoms, she 
comes to maturity, she is ever ready to relieve 
the distressed, she tells of another world indeed, 
but does not reserve her benefactions till then 
—-she gives us a hundred fold now ; she bends 
over the couch of wo, soothes the anguish of 
the troubled mortal, enables him to bear his 
afflictions with a smile—She has bread for the 
hungry, clothing for the naked, homes for the 
shelterless—she is a guide to the wanderer, and 
leads the weary traveller to rest. She wards 
| off the dangers of our infancy, makes our youth 
virtuous, manhood industrious,’benevolent and 
humane—She smoothes the decline of life, and 
supports the decrepitude of age ; she visits the 
lone retreat, calls the deserving from soli- 
tude, enters the lowly cottage, bears with 
her compassion and relief ; She softens the 
rigours of a prison, and lightens the bond of 
captivity ; She mitigates the horrours of war, 
and those evils she cannot cure, she will at 
least assuage. 

“ She is without partiality.” The wisdom 
from below is partial ; she bas her favourites, 
| whom she seeks to bless; a select few she 
loads with her gifts ; she spreads her table, 
places upon it the bread and the wine; no 
crowd comes to it ; there is a fence around, 
a thorn hedge ; whoever presumes te pass, does 
it at the peril of damnation. Her language is, 
“stand by, come not near me, for I am holier 
than thou ;” she contracts ber charity to those 
| of her own way of thinking ; loves none but 





| those who have her mark in their foreheads. 
Her God is like herself ; he has his favour- 
ites ; he has indeed made a provision for all ; 
| told all they may eat, but has sworn in the se- 
| erets of eternity they shall not; calls all, bus 
| it is only to mock them with their impotence. 
| All were alike, all were starving ; no feason 
| could be given why one should be fed more 
than another. But his free s-vereign mercy, 
| chose a certain number to shate the bounties 
of his table, the joys of hia presenee, and the 
glories of his kingdom. ‘The same was pleased 
to pass by the rest, and predestinate them to 

everlasting death, “ for the praise of his vin- 
| dictive justice.” He loves his elect; he chose 
{ to make them as happy as his omnipotent pow- 
er could ; he knew hiselect would be delight- 
ed in the misery of their brethren ; he deter- 
mined to give the husband the inconceivable 
pleasure of beholding the wife of his bosom ; 
the wife the husband of her love, tossed by de- 
mons in the fiery lake ! He determined that 
the mother might feel her own happiness by 
listening to the shrieks of her darling child, 
plunging in the burning billows, screaming 
with pain—by seeing all she held most deat on 





none approach her but from desperation. With 


her, autumn never comes, she has nothing fer 


earth, delivered over tothe termenters without 
mercy. 
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supplies ; Jehovah spreads his table-—he is a 
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But the wisdom frony above»is “ without 
partiality.’ All men. are favourites ; she 
spreads her table—‘ come all ye hungry, star- 
ving souls, there is enough and to spare.—- 
Here is nohedge ; the thorn and the bramble 
are removed from the path— God provides these 


kind father, a universal parent—-mark youder 
sun; what clime does he not visit? God’s 
bounty is not limited by his narrow circuit.--- 
See how plentifully falls that shower upon the 
thirsty earth---the green blade starts anew ; 
more copious is his grace, more refreshing to 
the parched soul---his love is higher than hea- 
ven, broader than the earth, deeper than the 
ocean ; It shall last—eternity shall not see its 
end ; space shall not see its limits. He loved 
man when he made him ; he pronounced him 
good ; he gave him this earth for his habitation, 
he adorned it with every thing beautiful ; scat- 
tered, with a liberal hand, every thing waut- 
ing to pe his sight, or gratify his taste, to 
warm his heart and enliven existence.” The 
wisdom from above, like the God whose daugh- 
ter she is, is unbounded in her benevolence ; 
the sufferer comes ; she asks not to what de- 
nomination he belongs; she makes no enqui- 
ries respecting his creed ; she asks not what 
made him poor; she sees what he wants ; she 
sees a neighbour fallen among thieves ; she 
asks not to what nation he owes his birth ; en- 
quires not whether he is a friend or an enemy, 
she hastens to pour in the oil and wine, to bind 
up his wounds and make the sufferer whole ; 
she points beyond the scenes of this transitory 
life ; shows the blest seats, the mansions of 
lory, “ where the wicked cease from troub- 
ing and the weary are at rest.” * There, sons 
of Adam, shall cease your toils, there shall end 
your labours,there your sorrows be forgotten.” 
She is “ without hypocrisy ;” she is sincere 
in all she offers, honest in all she does. She 
never destroys widow’s houses, and for a pre- 
tence makes long prayers. She does not dis- 
figure her face that she may appear unto men 
to fast. She never tells people how much she 
loves their precious immortal souls ; she never 
tells them how much she suffers for their good, 
how anxious she is for their welfare. She 
does not represent how deplorable men would 
be, were it notfor her assist»nce. She uses 
no arts of this kind ; her acts speak for them- | 
selves. She does not sound a trumpet when 
she gives her alms, nor publish them in the 
Itis enough, her.bounty af- 


fords relief. 
She does not seek to ingratiate herself by 
pretending qualities she does not possess. She 








asks no court decorations, no patronage of state. 
She needs no state policy to uphold her. She | 
asks no revenue of lands, no charitable funds. | 
She stands upon her own basis, clad in her 
own simple garb, she lives upon the tears she | 
exhales sth the mourners eyes. She spurns | 


the tinsel, man would put around her; She 
seeks to be loved for herown yirtue and worth. 
Truth is her support, and benevolence her or- 
nament. She lays her heart open to the in- 
spection of the world ; she would not tremble 
were all her deeds written iu capitals upon the 
broad ‘expanse of heaven, that every eye might 
read them. 

She is retired in her habits, modest in her 
deportment, and unobtrusive in her manners; 
she esks uo pgaise for whut she does ; silent in 
her operations unostentatious, she coutin- 
ually lebours for the good of map. She re- 
eeived her birth when time began—her office 
shall last till eteruity shall cease. She came 
from Heaven, God was her father; he sent 
her on earth ; he entrusted to her care his 
creature man. He bade her be his nurse from 
parturition to the grave. He bade her soften 
his heart, to instill into his mind, to infuse 
through his soul, love to God, and benevolence 
toman. ‘ Be with him upon the throne, for- 
sake him not upon the duag-hill—rear my 
child, frecly thou hast received, freely give; 
teach his hand to impart the ready gift to want, 
shivering at his door-—his sympathetick tear to 
heal the mourners heart.’’---She entered upon 
her charge, pure in her design, peaceable and 
gentle in her manner, merciful in her disposi- 
tion; rich in hergifts: Loaded wich good Pits 
for his support, she laboured to obey the com- 
mand of her father without partiality or hypoc- 
risy. Man was indeed obstinate, he was tru- 
ant; at times he seemed to have baffled her 
utmost skill ; but she succeeded ; the first ob- 
stacles are surmounted ; she shall prevail, The 
struggle between her and the wisdom from be- 
low has been long and painful ; it will contin- 
ue yet longer, but the celestial visitant shall 
prevail. Hername is enrolled in the archieves 
of eternity. She shall stand before the host of 
heaven, honoured by assembled worlds, long 
after every vestige of her opponent shall be 
destroyed, and her name forgotten. 

She shall remain ; her soft hand shall wipe 
every tear from every eye ; her voice shall si- 
lence every fear, dispel every doubt ; she 
shall pour a heavenly radiance around each 
soul; she shall strike the immortal lyre of 
love ; the joyful Universe shall join the cho- 
rus ; the vast immense shall re-echo the strain. 
Brethren apply to her for instruction ; She is 
true wisdom ; she shall lead you to honour; 
shall promote you ; she will make your lives 
long and useful. “ Honourable age is not 
that which standeth in years, but wisdom is 
the grey hair, and an unspotted life is old age.” 





The Black River Association of Universelists wil! 
meet at Rutland, Jefferson county, on the second Wed- 
nesday and Thursday in June following. 

Will some one inform. vs when the St. Lawrence 
Association assembles? We should like to attend it if 
we could ascertain when and where it holds its session. 
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** RARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE BAITH.’’ 








The Essay on Christianity, of which I have present- 
ed the readers of the Advocate with nine numbers, is 
di-continued for the present. When I promised this 
Eseay to the publick { had no expectation of Lavingall 
the arduous duties of an editor deveive upon me. But 
the removal of Mr. Everett and his delicate health 
which has prevented him from contributing as mueh 


as he had intended, have thrown a heavy burden upon” 


the present editor, which he has neither the time nor 


the health requisite to benr without delaying for a | 


while a discass.on, which, to be what it was promised 
demands ail his attention. 

If my readers will look at the imatter which I have 
furnished for the Advocate since [ became its editor, 
aud compare it with what other editors furnish for 
their papers, they will discover [ bnve wriiter moré 
than three times as much as they generally receive 
from an editor. ‘Tliis together with my duties as pas- 
tor of a society is more than my health will allow. 
The character of the Adyocate stood high whei it 
came into my hands, [twas my ambition it should 
not sink = The publiek approbation of my arduous 
but humble labours has amply rewarded me for ai! ( 
have done, and would stimulate to even greater exer- 
tions, were I capable of making them. The petronage 
extended to the Advoeate argues not only wel fu: 
the cause of liberal sentiments, but has encouraged 
me to hope, though inexperienced, my course thus far 
has not been disapprobated by the judicious 


I shall hereafter publish more from cozrespondenis | 


and Jess from myself, or if | write myself it will be on 
a greater variety of subjects. 1 have numberless pas- 
sages of scripture sent me for exposition; they have 


not hitherto Leen noticed for the want of room, bug ! 


shall hereafter receive attention. I have a sture of 
tracts sent to review,and pamphlets to answer, aud 
such sort of: things, which must either be neglected 
and the difficulties in the minds of my seaders be un 

removed, or I must discontinue some of my discussions 


which are not so immediately interesting. 





EXCOMMUNICATION. 

Dr. N. Wright of Washington, (N.I1.) has been ex- 
communicated from the Calvinistick Church in that 
place—for what? tor any crime ? No.—for immoral 
conduct ? No—for something vastly worse : for having 
“ Jeft our. (the Calvinistick) meetings and gone tv 
others.’ Horrible !—Christian Intelligencer. 

I copy the above for the purpose of noticing the con- 
sistency of some who boast much of consistency, Not 
long since two o: three of the Associations in Maine, 
the state in which the above paper is published, with 
drew fellowship from the Rev. Abner Kneeland of N. 
York. “For what? for any crime? No.—For immo- 
ral conduct ?- No—sumething vastly worse :—for” 
adopting sentizaents which those associations did not 
believe, Dr. Wright was excommunicated from the 
Calvinistick church because he did not adhere to the 
faith that church prescribed. Mr. Kneeland from the 





Universalists because it was supposed he did’ not ad- 
| here to the fuith of Universalists. Which was the 
worst. The editor of the Christian Intelligencer ap- 
proved the course adopted towards Mr. Kneeland by 
his order, but ridicgles the conduct of the Calvinists 
towards Mr. Wrignt. Now where is the consistency ? 
If be considers it wrong for Caivinists to excommuni- 
caie a member because he changes his opinions, let hin 
not uphold Universalists in the same practice. Aliow 
not ourselvés in that which we condemn in others. 
For my part, } condemn passing a censure on any 
man for his faith, and [ care not whether it be done by 
our churchor by another. And when read of an ex- 
communication or the withdrawal of fellowship from 
any man on account of his faith, by any church whe- 
| ther orthodox or heterodox, I conclude that church is 
more in love with its own opinions than with truth. 





The sermon which we,publish in this number was 
calculated for the longitude and for the time.of what 
is known in this region by the Finney excitement. For 
the credit.of human nature that excitement hes mostly 
subsided, or rather has resulted:in a powerful reaction. 

The sermon was delivered in this village in June, 
1827, and at the request of several who’heard it, was 
published, in a Utica paper. At the request of seve- 
ral of our ministering brethren, and others, we repub- 
lish it. Perhaps its descriptions may not be useless, 
There is stil! too much of the wisdom from below and 
Whatever has 
a tendency lo expose the hideous features of that hag- 
gard wretch which has been palmed upon us, and to 


too little of the wisdom from above. 





exhibit the loveliness and utility of true wisdom should 
be encouraged. The sermon in question from its ec- 
centricity may be read, and though laughing at all 
rules of composition it may have some effect, 








We return our thanks to Amicus for his favour. We’ 
hope he will bring all the objections to our sentiments 
that he can-find. Our readers will be pleased to see™ 
both sides of a question, and we are much gratified that : 
Amicus has determined to come out and oppose our 
* false theories.” We shall read him patiently, and 
when he gets through we shall reply. We wish to 








see his principles which he has stated in this commu- 
nication carried out in detail, before we yield'our as- 
We are somewhat cdrivus 
to know how he will reconcile the doctrine of inyputed 
righteousness with scripture, with reason or justice. 
He will, we hope, have his promised remainder forth: 
coming. H he convicts us of errour, we are neither 
afraid nor ashamed to retract. We have no darling 
tenets to defend. We entered the field of enquiry de- 
fermmed to embrace*truth let her name be what it 
may. 


sent or enter our protest. 


Our brother of the Gespel Herald has concluded, we 
suppose, to keep his paper gt home. We are perfect- 
ly willing toexchange papers with him, but shall make 
no eémplaints about his determination. We tharik him 
for his liberality, and congratulate him ou his approach- 
ing union with the orthodox, and on the ates, 
he may haye to be made grand Inquisitor wien that 
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office shall be established in this country. As we fear 
the freedom of our enquiries may offend his infalli- 


bility, we «hall no longer trouble him by sending the 


Gospel Advocate. 


Rey. A. H. Curtis is no longer an agent for the Gos~- 
pel Advocate. 


Our subscribers will recollect the terms of our pa- 
per are $1,50 payable in advance, and $2,00 if not 
paid within six months. Ji will be well fur those who 
intend to avail themselves of the advance price to re- 
collect the six months will soon expire. Our agents 
will notice this. 


Accession to the Minisiry.—Jacob Chase, jun. of On- 
ondaga county, N. Y. has commenced preaching in the 
ministry of reconciliation, and bids fair to be a useful 
accession to our oumber. 


A powerful argument.—The office of the Trumpet 
and Universalist Magazine, at Boston, has been discov- 
ed on fire at three different times, supposed to be 
the work of some incendiary—some person zeal- 
ous for the honour of God no doubt. 
argument, one which eliciis much wisdom in the 
wretch who fired the office, still we are inclined to 
think it will do little towards convincing Universalists 
that their doctrine is false. It may indeed teach them 
that if they will not preach Aell-fire to consiime tie 
wicked hereafter, they shall have real fire to consume 
their property while here. 


This is a strong 








ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


Rev. O. A. Brownson, 


Dear Sir: Your letter addressed to me thro’ 
the Advocate, I have attentively perused and 
cordially reciprocate the friendly feeling, and 

wishes you have indulged toward me. It 
‘ts trae we honestly, I believe, differ on some 
points in theology, but I ardently hope in this 
correspondence our esieem for each other may 
not be diminished, but that we may keep an 
eye on the ultimate object,the discovery of truth, 

Let me assure you it is with embarrassed 
feelings, and a “ fearful anxiety” that I euter 
upon this subject, from the fact that you pos 
sess enviable advantages over me. Your edu- 
cation is good, your time is almost exclusively 
devoted to reading and writing, you haye nade 
divinity your study for years, and you have an 
‘extensive library. Of some of those privileges 
i am totally destitute, and those of which I am 
not destitute, are very limited. With such a 
% fearful odds” the question is, whether crrour 
may not triumph, and truth suffer for the want 
of an abler and better qualified advocate. But 
to those who think me presumptuous, I have to 
say, let the love of truth be my apology. 

The poiat at issue is “ will God, restore all 
mankind to happiness.” 

You say “ He will—for he has the power, 
ayd if he does not, his goodness must be given 








up,” and you argue that the conclusion is per- 
fecily logical, that God, being “ good, as such, 
he cannot make his creatures miserable, nor 
allow them to suffer, if he have the power to 
make them happy. He has the power, and 
therefore will.” To which conclusion I take 
exceptions. 

1st. Because it is contrary to the known mo- 
ral government of God, or in other words, to 
facts. 

2d. Because it is in perfect accordance with 
the goodness of God, connected asit is with his 
other attributes, to punish the wicked eternally. 

3d. Because the revelation of God, which 
must decide the point, is against your conelu- 
sion. Facts are against your conclusion, . 

Evil does exist, and the misery and suffer- 
ing are in consequence of sin ; this you admit. 

{ ask then, if suffering, or punishment, for 
transgression, in some degree, be consistent 
with the goodness of God, for a certain period, 
who shall say when this punishment shall 
cease, in order that it may not encroach upon 
that goodness, or whether it shall ever cease ? 

You say the “‘ term goodness means doing all 
in our power to prevent evil, and all we can 
to make others happy,”’ and intimate if God’s 
dealings to mankind are not according to this 
course, they are not good, and should be * call- 
ed by some other name.” 

Let us compare the present state of things 
with this hypothesis. 

Affliction, sorrow, pain, misery, anguish and 
death, are the “‘ common lot of all men,” but 
the manner in which ihese sufferings are dis- 
tributed is very unequal. One iudividual, fram 
“mad ambition” will wade through human 
blood, to gratify his pride ; rapine and slaugh- 
ter, attend him at every step; to him it is the 
same whether the afflicted widow wring her 
hands in agony, or the fight-hearted damsel 
dance for joy ; the cries of the orphan, and the 
groans of the dying, alike unmove him. He 
has the world at command, and the shouts of 
thousands proclaim his approach. No wonder 
David said he was “ envious” at the wicked 
when he saw their prosperity, for “ they were 
uot in trouble as other men, neither were they 
plagued as other men, their eyes stood out with 
fatness, they had more than heart could wish, 
and they had no bands in their death.” An- 
other individual may spend his whole life in 
deeds of charity and in devotion to his God, 
He may visit the house of affliction and admin- 
ister to their necessities; he may “ feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick and 
minister to those in prison ;”? he may “ weep 
witii those that weep, and rejoice with those 
who rejoice ;”” “he may cleanse his heart in 
vain, and wash his hands in innocence,” and 
yet “all the day long will he be plagued, and 
chastened every moraing.”? But when David 
sought to know this it was too painful for him. 
“ Verily,” said he, “‘ I bave cleansed my heart 
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in vain.” , But David kuowing that the “ mer- 
cy of the Lord endurcth forever, fer he would 
render to every man according to his works,” 
took a different course from what some of us 
do who are confused and troubled iv our no- 
tions of theology ; he went into the sanctuary 
of his Lord. There his notions of universal- 
ism were cured, for he saw their latter end. 
“ Surely,” says he, “‘ thou didst set them in 
slippery places,” “ truly God is good to Israel, 
but as for me I had weil nigh slipped;” and in- 
deed if we were to judge from the appearan- 
ces of the present dispensation of the blessings 
and afflictions of providence without going into 
the “sanctuary of the Lord,” we should be 
brought to the conclusion that the smile of God 
attended the wicked, and his frown was upon 
the righteous. 

But you will probably say all this is “ fight- 
ing as one that beateth the air,” for I believe 
God will punish every man according to the 
deeds done in the body, either in this world or 
that which is to come, but not eternally. “I 
assume the position’ you say, “ that this evil 
is an objection to the gooduess of God, unless 
it shall finally tercuinate to our advantage.” 

To this I answer, so long as punishment or 
suffering is admitted to be the effect of sin, do 
you net see that yourcreed holds out a reward 
as an inducement to sin, rather than a penalty 
against it. It simply says to the sinner, ‘ go 
on, for though you must sutfer for your trans- 
gtessions “ your light afflictions which are but 
for a moment shall work for you a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” This 
is a pretty good interest for transgression and 
rebellion. 

But you say “ God is good, as such he can- 
not make his creatures miserable, nor allow 
them to suffer, if he have the power to prevent 
it, he has the power, and therefore will.” To 
which I answer, 

* What can we reason, but fiom what we know.” 

We can form no rational conclusion what 
God will do but from what he has done and is 
doing. From this view of the subject, let us 
see whose conclusion is the most logical. 

I say “‘ God is good, as such he cannot make 
his creatures miserable nor allow them to suf- 
fer” one moment “ if he has the power to pre- 
vent it, he have the power and therefore will.” 
This is my “ conclusion,” built on your premi- 
ses ; but I drop my pen and look around me, 
facts tell me I have missed the mark, I must 
try again. 

You said in your sermon “ What parents 
could see their child doomed to eternal misery, 
and not be unhappy themselves,” and this in- 
deed is a very “ convenient kind of logick,” 
“ but not wholly satisfactory to me” forI would 
add whet parents could see their children 
writhing beneath the “ hand of unseen power” 
and oot be unhappy themselves, and I might 
argue how much less could God endure the 
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sight whose “ tender compassion” exceeds the 
natural parent’s, as much as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, and yet for aught we 
know God is unmoved at this sight, while the 
natural parent in the grief of his heart folds his 
arms in despair. 

But you may say “this is the effect of our 
constitution and not the effect of any immedi- 
ate transgression.”” True, but remember your 
argument ‘ God gave us this constitution.” 

But you “ cannot see how a God of infinite 
goodness and mercy can delight in the eternal 
destruction of his creatures ;” and who says 
he does? ‘ But, if he does not delight in 


destruction of any of his creatures, must we not, 


abandon the argument, or limit his power or 
wisdom?” Certainly not. God always has, 
and does now permit many things to exist con- 
trary to his pleasure, someof which he cannot 
‘‘ look upon with the least degree of allowance 
but with the grea:est abhorrence and detesta- 


tion ;” and I would add, I cannot see how at § 


God of infinite goodness and mercy, can per- 
mit any of his creatures to suffer forone single 
moment. Were it in my power, and I was 
conscious I would not be found fighting against 
God, I would destroy evil of every name and 
nature from the face of the earth. 

But, you cannot see how it can be’ for the 
best, or in other words, what possible can 


result from the eternal punishment ofthe wick- 


ed, and intimate, if this be so, God should not 
be called good. His goodness should be known: 
by another name. I answer, I cannot possi- 
bly see how it can be for the best, to have a 
system introduced, that would involve misery 
in the least degree so long as for ought we can 
discover, (revelation excepted,) it might just 
as well have been otherwise, and I would not 
have believed it, no sooner than you would 
believe in eternal punishment, were it not 
that [ am convinced of its reality, from the best 
of evidence, facts—and surely there is no great 
wonder in: all this, for I have not been the 
‘‘ Lord’s counsellor at any time.” It is trae, 

“ God moves in a mysterious way, 

His wonders to perform.” 

But I think, I shall not 

“In my seale of sense 

Weigh my opinion against providence,” 
or attempt to 

“ Teach Eternal Wisdom how to rule,” 
for he 


‘Is his own interpreter 
And he will make it plain.” 


It is enough for me to know that God does: 
punish the transgressor, his mercy and good- 
ness to the contrary, notwithstanding, as you 
would have it. igre 

But I say secondly, it is in perfect accord- 
ance with the mercy and goodness of God, con- 
nected as they are with his other attributes, to 
punish the wicked “ with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord and the glo- 
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ty of his power,” “ where their worm dieth 
net and their fire is not quenched.” 

“ The attributes of God, cannot be consider- 
ed to be at war with themselves; all the Di- 
vine perfections harmonize with each other. 
* God never acts from benevolence, to the ex- 
clusion of justice, nor from justice to the exclu- 
sion of benevolence, but on the seale of gene- 
ral good.” If you say he must save all or his 

. —s must be relinquished, I say he must 
nall or his justice must be relinquished ; 

his justice which requires him to damn all, 
) bears just as great weight in the scale of his 

‘attributes as his mercy, which requires him to 
} @Bave all: our errour is reasoning falsely. We 
‘disconnect the attribute of mercy from the at- 
tribute of justice and trath, which is wrong— 
we should remember that “ mercy and truth 
are met together, righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other.” 

As the atttibute of justice is not dissatisfied 
with the salvation of the believer, so also the 
attribute of mercy is is not excluded in the 
punishment of the impenitent.” 

* David gave thanks to him that smote E- 
gypt in their first-born, for his mercy endureth 
forever, that overthrew Pharoah and his host 
in the Red Sea, for his mercy endureth for- 
| ever. Why? because in the destruction of 

their enemies the Lord wrought a merciful de- 
} liverance for his people, and it may be said the 
} same, with the rebellious part of the children 

of Israel, also with the cities of Sodom and 
| Gomorrah, their destruction was for an ensam- 
ple to those that should after live ungodly.” 

“ Now in these instances of punishment 
| there was mercy displayed, since one design of 
| punishment was to deter others from sinuing, 
and thus4n mercy to promote the general good. 
} But there was no mercy to the sufferers, to 
| them it was judgement without mercy, wrath 
| without mixture.” 

But probably you may say, that “ limited 
| punishment is sufficient, to induce men not to 
| trenegress and enlist them on the side of vir- 
i tue.” Yes, and one would think the happi- 
| ness arising from the practice of virtue in the 

world, together with the promise of a blis-ful 
} inheritance in that which is to come,ought als. 

80 to be a sufficient consideratiun even if there 
| were no punishment. Do you think the punish- 

ment that fell upon the old world, upon Sodom 

and Gomorah, and the rebellious Israelites aud 
| thousands athers, who have been swept from 
| the face of the earth, by the immediate visita- 
| tion of God, were sent upon them for the pur- 
| pose of effecting in them a reformation ? Just 
| about as much as a.man is gibbeted to make 
| him a good citizen. The truth is, punishment 
is certainly sent upon us asa penalty, and this 
in proportion to the offence, and if the trans- 
gression of’one individual could, disorder the 
whole creation, curse the whole earth, bring 
iupon all “ death with all our woes,” cause the 





whole brute creation to groan and travel toge- 
ther in pain, I say, if the transgression of one 
individual could do ali this, I do not myself 
think it reqaires a great stretch of thought, to 
admit that God will by way of penalty punish 
the wicked, according to his revelation to us. 

L know no argument, that can be brought 
against endless misery, that will not bear with 
equal force against misery of every kind at 
least in degree. 

Probably you may say it is easier to “ break 
a glass than to make one.” To this I would 
say, just unite the moral government of God 
with the free agency of man, and all these dif- 
ficulties vanish at once. 

Thirdly, your conclusion is not a legitimate 
one, and therefore wrong, for it stands opposed 
to the revelation of God. 

But as I have already written much more 
than I intended to in this letter, I must dismiss 
the subject. Subscribing myself your sincere 
friend and well wisher. 

JAMES LUCKEY. 

Weedsport, April 25, 1829. 


Reply to the above in our next.—Ep. 


Mr. Epitor :— 

That man has no innate principles, obser- 
vation and experience clearly demonstrate ; 
that all human knowledge is derived from the 
operation of the mental faculties nd the ex- 
ercise of the sensitive powers, is a truth soob- 
vious, it needs no argument. Hence, we just- 
ly conclude, that knowledge is discursive, and 
that it comes by a gradual accession, and not 
by sudden profusions. Therefore man must 
be a progressive animal, and susceptive of im- 
provement ; not only as respects his locomo- 
tion, but in regard to acquisition of wisdom, er- 
udition and truth. From the limited mcans 
of improvement, considering the many obstruc- 
tions that impede the progress of knowledge, 
it cannot be expected, during man’s short resi- 
dence on earth, much information can be deri- 
ved, especially when he depends on the works 
of nature alone for instruction ; neither can it 
be expected that he will become an adept in 
literature, merely from his own investigation. 
For such is his imperfection, such the fallibil- 
ity of his nature, that he is liable to be duped 
by the deceptive tongue of error, and forced 
from the path of wisdom by her duplicity. By 
assuming the garb of truth, she betrays him 
with her delusive charms and seductive wiles, 
and leads him, inadvertently, from the path he 
would pursue, to her secret retreat, where, she 
fails not, to load him imperceptibly with her 
chains. As the acquisition of knowledge de- 
pends on the exercise of the intellectual organs, 
and reasoning faculties ; and as these vary in 
their operations, so as to form different concep- 
tions of things in different individuals, it does 
fot require much discernment, or sagacity, to 
diseover, that it is extremely diffienlt to form 
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anew system of ethicks, or to establish a new 
proposition that will receive a universal conces- 
sion ; for although our opinions may coincide 
in the abstract, yet the deducible principles 
may cause us to disagree. 

What is sufficient evidence, to enforce be- 
lief in one, is no convincing testimony to an- 
other. And us most of knowledge depends, 
in a greater or less degree, on evidence ; so 
truth can make but slow progress in this little 
Microcosm. I have said the short period of 
man’s mundane career, attended with the ma- 
ny disadvantages and manifest difficulties, 
that retard the progress of knowledge, will 
suffer him to make but little advancement in 
wisdom, or improvement in the sciences or 
arts, and therefore, in order to exceed our pre- 
decessors, it is requisite that we should profit 
by their speculations, experience and observa- 
tion. But the sceptick, who doubts every 
thesis, formed by ancient or modern erudition, 
and who attempts to draw, from Nature alone, 
a system that will lead him to the temple of 
truth, will prove of but little service to him- 
self, or to his fellow men. For he commences 
back in embryo, and ere he beholds one glim- 
mering ray of light, he gives way for a succes- 
sive generation. Besides it is probable he 
will mistake his road and wander in the intri- 
cate mazes of errour, until he finds himself 
ingulphed in her miry pit, where thousands 
are immerged. 

I have said that, although, we may agree in 
the abstract, yet, such is the construction of the 
human intellect, and such the form of the or- 
gans, through which medium it performs its 
native functions, that objects make different 
impressions upon different individuals, and 
hence we form diffrent conceptions of things, 
and differ in our deductions ; I do not allege 
this is universally the case, but that this fre- 
quently is the result. Therefore we perceive 
that errour may have equally as many votaries 
to her shrine, as truth, which makes our ad- 
vancement in the knowledge of truth, slow, 
toilsome, and almost discouraging. Inasmuch 
as truth cannot inculcate two principles dia- 
metrically the reverse, as she cannot form two 
systems or schemes directly opposite in their 
natures ; so we perceive that much errour, un- 
der the semblance of her adversary, has gain- 
ed access to this word. Whatever, then, hath 
a tendency to destroy this malignant foe to hu- 
man happiness, or whatever may snatch imbe- 
cile man from her iron grasp, is calculated to 
ease the world of a burthen, under which it 

has ever groaned, and to prepare raankind for 
the enjoyment of that happiness, which, as 
yet, they have never obtained. Now, as er- 
rour is in the world ; so he, who employs his 
faculties in the emancipation of man, from the 
tenebrious cells of ignorance, and snares of 
folly, isa philanthropist indeed; and, although 
he may fail in his enterprise, either by.a de- 
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ficiency of his own native powers, or in conse- 
quence of the opposition that may be raised 
by the united forces of tradition, bigotry, and 
blind infatuation ; although he may be unac- 
quainted with the disease, and his nostrum, 
which he applies may serve as a dolorifick, ra- 
ther than as an emollient, yet, judging from the 
motives that prompt him to action; he is cer- 
tainly worthy of our gratitude, and merits our 
highest enconiums of praise. 

From your asseverations, we should infer 
that your anxiety, to improve aml meliorate 
the condition o 





enlisted in their service : Yea that you are as- 
siduously, devoutly and diligently empl in 
eradicating from God’s moral viney the 
noxious weeds that choke the vine of knowl- 
edge, and sap, from its roots, those lenient jui- 
ces, which would otherwise heal the moral 
inaladies of the world. This is a noble pur- 
pose, a design worthy the dignity of man. But 
sir in your zeal for the promotion of happiness 
—-in your anxiety to restore the agers arm— 
in your solicitude to ascertain the properties 
and powers of the human machine and the op- 
erations of the mind—to show mankind their 
strength, and to bring into exercise these noble 
powers with which they are endowed by the 
God of Nature, is it not ible that you, 
like your contemporaries and predécessors,may 
adopt an erroneous course ? Is it not possible 


dom, to follow the counsels of errour ? While’ 
you are making your prescriptions are ye sure 
ye do noterr? Are ye sure ye have applied the 
proper mendicaments ? Is it not possible that 
you may be deceived and beguiled? Know- 
ing the weakness of finite mortals, and their 
fallability, I think you will acknowledge that 
it is not only possible but also probable. Hence 
you will not brand me with .the fulminations 
of heretick, infidel, enthusiast, or bigot, should 
I advance sentiments repugnant to the opinions 
you have embraced. Itseems by some of 
your articles that itis more your object to a- 


soul which have long been suspended by those 
somniferous opiates, which have intoxicated: 
and lulled them into repose, than to dictate: 
to mankind in the pursuit of knowledge or 
truth. Whether by the zetetick philosophy 
you would introcuce, you would expect to o- 
verthrow, in the end, chiistianity herself, and 
erect, on its ruins, the fabrick of infidelity, or 
to expunge the errours from the church, and 
present the religion of Jesus Christ in its pris- 
tine excellence, I know not, neither does it 
come under the jurisdiction of my enquiry—-- 
But, however, since you profess to believe the ’ 
Gospel, charity behoves me to suppose the lat- 
ter. If it be your object to advocate the cause 





ef truth and become her disciple, you should 


mankind, had b into ~ 
exercise all your physical and mental i 
that your life, your interest, and your all, were®™ 


that you may tralineate from the path of wis-" 


rouse to action those noble faculties of the » - 








































; 


‘ 


| 
| 




















































156 _____ GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


undeviatingly follow her steps, whether they 
lead you in the paths others have trod, or in 
those of an opposite direction. 

Bat sir, a3 this heavenly nymph of celestial 
origin, may lead us into an unknown wilder- 
ness,where human footsteps were never known 
to stray ; how cautious should we enter the 
solitary wild! lest, peredventure, the warbling 
songsters of the grove might attract us from 
our guide, to ramble in the neighbouring ave- 
nues ; lest the mellifiuous flowers that deco- 
rate the bosom of the earth, and impregnate the 

with odoriferous fragrance might 
excite our attention, and draw us from the 
sight of our mistress, to grope our way like 
the residue of mankind, through the mazes of 
errour’s labyrinth, still receding farther and 
farther from our destined road, till we find 
ourselves locked in the prison of absurdity. 

You have entered your protest, I perceive 

inst those doctrines which have long survi- 
) ved the wreck of time, which have borne 
) themselves up under the shower of invectives 
. that have been poured upon them by their as- 
sailants, and which have withstood the scruti- 
ny of connoiseurs, for many ages: Yea, the 
. Clergy find in you a warm, indefatigable 
opponent. The doctrines they propagate re- 
ceive your menaces and derisions, ridicule and 
reproach. But Sir have all learned Doctors so 
sought after truth in vain? Have they not 
been able to discover one faint glimmering 
ray? Have they so long courted her charms 
without success? And you have been able to 
win her smiles? If so, then blessed, happy 
man forsake her not, she is worthy thy affec- 
tions, thy continence, thy love. But Sir, in 
your anxiety to “ root up the tares,” I am ap- 
prehensive that you may “ root up the wheat 
also.” In making applications for the removal 
of a disease, we may administer a medicine 
that will be attended with more fatal conse- 
quences, than the malady we would wish to 
heal. That there are deplorable errours in the 
Church, no man of discernment can deny ; 
but in your energy and zeal to remove them, it 
is possible you may combine some truths with 
them, and endeavour to sweep them, enmasse, 
‘with a besom of destruction, over the precipice 
of forgetfulness. Jt is proverbial, that man- 
kind, while opposing any errour, are liable to 
run into another similar in its nature, though 
opposite in its import. Because there are some 
alscrepances existing in theScriptures, you will 
not reject them as a “fabricated falsehood,” 
and because there are some erroneous, or false 
doctrines promulgated in the christian church, 
I hope you will not consider them all the pro- 
ducts of designing men, introduced for sinis- 
ter purposes, or as flowing from a “ chimera cf 
the brain.” 

Know ye not that ye aim a blow at senti- 
ments, which have been so long propagated and 
established, that they have almost passed into 














self-evident truths? Such as have received the 
support of the wise and the learned, for many 
preceding generations ? Do ye suppose that 
because man is a progressive being, that, here- 
tofore, he has obtained no knowledge of truth ? 
If so, then, posterity, yea the present genera- 
tion may bring the same objections to your 
speculations and deductions. 

Among: other tenets, that you have _proseri- 
bed, I perceive is the doctrine of imputed 
righteousness, and with much pathos, deelama= 
tion and virulence, you have pourtrayed its 
demoralizing tendency, its fatal, its deplorable 
consequences. But how far your enunciations 
coincide with reason, philosophy, or the serip- 
tures of truth, or how far they are the deduc- 
tions of sound logick ; I leave it to a liberal, 
candid, and enlightened publick to judge.--- 
But as I cannot agree with you in opinion, as 
no individual has appeared in the Advocate, to 
protest such sentiments, either because they 
spurn to hold a controversy with a free enquirer, 
or because they deem it unprofitable, or despi- 
sable to appear in such a publication. As I 
have supposed you to be liberal in your opin- 
ions, and to have opened your columns for the 
insertion of other’s views,lhave deemed it advi- 
sable, to exert my feeble efforts, to suppress er- 
rour thro’ the medium of your paper, by oppo- 
sing those false theories which are mealies 
therein. I have been thus plausible because 
charity has persuaded me to believe, that you 
are willing to know the truth, and to be gov- 
erned by the same. AMICUS. 

[To be continued. ] 








We should thin: the Reverend Mr. Stow would 
learn wisdom, from the frequent castigations which he 
receives from the pev of A. C. He was lately made 
to blush for tne resemblance of his doctrine to that of 
the Hindo’s, and the following, we should think, would 
convict him of ignorance, or of his inability to rea- 
son, or lead him to adopt a more rational creed than 
the one of which its authour or reviser could say “* Hoc 
decretum quidem horilile fateor.”—Ep, 

PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS. 
Mr. Editor, 

Sin—Having lately heard the above named 
subject discussed by our friend Stow, of the 
Calvinistick faith, and of whose doctrines the 
readers of the Advocate occasionally have 
their ‘* memories refreshed,” I have thought 
it might not be wholly uninteresting to them 
to have a partial review of his discourse. ‘The 
propositions, reasonings and conclusions ap- 
} robated by Mr. S. may lead us to adopt a sim- 
ilar mode, and to draw the conclusions which 
legitimately flow from his principles. 

In the discourse to which I have alluded, it 
was contended that the saints would continue 
firm and steadfast in the faith, to the obtaining 
of eternal salvation: it was contended that no 
person, when truly converted to the knowledge 
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of the truth, would ever apostatize so as to be 
forever losi,or to be eternally excluded from the 
kingdom of heaven. ‘Ihe text, selected in 
proof of this doctrine, and used asa founda- 
tion of the discourse, was from 1 Peter, 1. 5. 
‘Who are kept by the power of God, through 
faith, unto salvation.” ‘This text, with a few 
collateral passages, was introduced as proof uf 
his statements. It was strenuously urged, that 
in every instance, the love and favour of the 
Creator preceded the love and obedience of the 
creature; that the perseverance of the saints 
depended not on any thing they could do; that 
this perseverance was not the reason why God 
should bestow on them his favour, but the rea- 
son Why they continue to persevere is, that 
they are kept by the power of God. 

It was also strenuuusly urged that God had 


a purpose in all things ; that, if the saints were | 
|‘ that the world through him might be saved,” 


kept by the power of God, through faith, unto 
salvation, it was because it was agreeable to 
the will and purpose of God thus to keep them ; 
it was because God moved and excited them 
to persevere, not that he bestowed his grace 


because they had persevered, but he bestows | 


his grace that they may persevere ; their per 





that both systems appear to us rather narrow 
and ‘contracted. Both prove “a bed shorter 
than a man can stretch himself on; and a 
covering narrower than one can wrap himself 
in.” Both systems ‘rob God of his glary, 
Jesus of his name, and heaven of its joy.”— 
We can show this by the same mode of rea-“" 
soning that Mr. S. adopts in showing why God 
performs a good work, which he hath, begun 
in his saints or sinners, who are of the elect. 
This Mr. S. makes appear, from the fact, that 
the work is good, and that it is agreeable to 
the will and purpose of God’s immutability. 
Now, we might ask, was it a good work in 
God that he gave his Son a ransom for all 2: If 
it was a good work, for whiat purpose then did 
he give his Son a ransom for all? Now, when . 
we ask these “hot headed” Calvinistg this 
question, instead of asserting with the bible 


| they tell us it was for the * display of God's 


severance was first excited by the power and a- | 
gency of God,he moving them to it by his spirit. | 
| salvation, as any “hot headed” Armizian. 


it was further contended that the reason 
why others were not made holy, and kept by 
the power of God, through faith unto salvation, 
was because God did not choose so to do. He 


did not exercise his agency to make them ho- 
ly, he did not move them by his spirit to 
persevere in holiness, through faith unto salva- | 


tion. 
vindicate the doctrine of unconditional elec- 
tion and reprobation ; or, in other words, the 
whole drift of the discourse centered in this 
one sentiment, that the present and future des- 


| of a world’s salvation 7? 


The whole of the discourse scemed to | 


glorious attributes.’ But if we insist that the 
bible declares that God gave his Son a ransom 
for all, that all through him might be saved, 
they forget the:r creed, and tell us as much a- 
bout ‘state of trial,” “ probationers,” “ free 
agents,” ‘provisions for all,” and other con- 
tingent circumstances, which prevent « world’s 


Mr. S. shows the absurdity of the Lord’s 
beginning a good work in his elect, unless he 
keeps them through faith unto salvation. But 
how is it when God begins the ‘ good work”’ 
Here it seems is no 
absurdity, though the Lord fails in its accom- 


plishment. Does Mr. S, believe that Ged 


| gave his son to die for the whole world? Does 


he believe that Jesus, by the grace of God, 
tasted death fur every man? If so, for what 


| purpose did he taste death for every man ? 


tiny of the creature is suspended wholly and | 
sblely upon the will and agency of the Creator | 


alone. A passage of scripture was now intro- 
duced to show that those who lad been con- 
vetted would be finally saved, at all events: 
Philippians Ist, Gth. * Being confident of this 
very thing, that he which hath began a good 


Why cannot Mr. S. believe that when God 
begins the goo! work of a world’s salvation, 
by giving his Son to die for all, that be will 
accomplish this end, on the same principle 


| that he believes ‘that when God begins a 
good work of gracé in the heart of his @bil- 


work in you will perform it until ;he day of | 


Jesus Christ.” 


The purposes of God being | 


clearly stated, the absurdity of the supposition | 


was apparent that God should begin a good 


work in the elect, and finally fail of its accom- | 


plishment. [t was contended that the doctrine 


of the final perseverance of the saints is | 


much more broad and liberal than the doctrine 
of the Methodists, who maintain. that those 


who are truly converted may aposiatize so as | 
to be eternally lost ; for the former makes the | 


salvation sure toall those whoare Otice brought 
to the knowledge of ihe truthyor regenerated ; 
whereas the latter doesnot. The Calvanistick 
doctrine then was asserted to be more broad 
and liberal than the Arminisns. But if we 
be allowed to ptt in a word, we should say 


| 
| 


| we have heard it often. 


) 


dren, he will perfect the same until the day of 
Jesus Christ 7’ He has just as much evidence 
of the accomplishment ofthe one as of the oth- 
er. Mr. 5S. believes God hath chosen a cer- 
tain few for salvation, on whom he hath de- 
termined to bestow the gift of eternal life, 
without any reference to any good or evil 
which he had foreseen in them, and determin- 
ed to make them heirs of immortal glory for 
his own sake. With respect to the rest of 
mankind, he maintains that God never deter- 
mined them for this end, but, on the contrary 
for endless misery, and to blaspheme his name 
as long as his throne shall endure! We do, 
not mistake,—wwe have heard his preaching, 
If this be the doc- 
trine of the bible, tor what purpose then did 
God give his Son @ ransom for all? The bible 
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i says Jesus, was crowned with glory and hon- 
i} our, that he by the grace of God, should taste 
H death for every man. That God has designed 
# millions of these to endless torments, is rather 
i} a contradiction in our way of thinking. The | 
# apostle John, knowing that God gave his son a 
om for all--a propitiation for the sins of 
} the whole world, could exclaim, with confi- 
dence, {¢ We have seen, and do testify that the » 
Father sent the Son to be the saviour of the world. 
And the apostle Paul, that peace was made 
“ through the blood of the Cross, to reconcile 
all things unto God.” Can Mr. S. testify, and 
still maintain, that God, has designed, by far, 
the greater part of his offspring, for endless" 
misery? We do not see how he can. Per-' 
«haps we are blind—It may be,because we are in | 
our natural state, and make use of our carnal | 
reason. If we were spiritually discerned—I 
mean calvinistically discerned, perhaps we 
could see clearly how thisis: But as we are 
not, it conveys to our mind, the -“ similitude” 
of a contradiction. 

Mr. S. sees the absurdity of the arminian 
scheme, in supposing that God commences a 
work of grace in the heart of the sinner, and 
then leaves him to perish eternally. He dis- 
covers the defect in the arminian system, but 
cannot see the same defect in his own. We 
might say “‘ physician, heal thyself.” As fur- 
ther proof of the final preseverance of the 
saints, he quotes, John vi. 37, “ All that the 
Father giveth me, shall come to me ; and him 
that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out.” 
Now, we would ask Mr. S. if he thinks the 
bible contains any more testimony in favour of 
the doctrine, that all those shall come to Christ 
and not be cast out, whom the Father gives 
to him than it does that God has given all 
things upto his hands? Christ not only declares 
that the Father hath given ail things into his 
hands, but he proves this by the fact, that he 
gave himself a ransom for all’’--- a propiti- 
ation for the sins of the whole world.” 

Jesus says, “ all that the Father giveth me 
shall come to me.”” Now, how many did the 
Father give to his son? The Father says to 
the Son,‘ Ask of me and I will give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth for thy possession.” Now how 
many did Christ ask for, when he gave himself 
aransom for all ? Will a universal atonement 
for sin, settle this question ? Will the fact that 
Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for 
every man; tell how many? Is it not all ? 


If the objection be urged, that, although the 
Father giveth all things unto the hands of 
Christ, he does not do it for the purpose of 
bestowing on them the gift of eternal life ; we 
answer, this objection lies in the very teeth of 
the Saviour’s testimony. He declares that the 
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er over all flesh that he should give eternal 
life~—-Yes ; eternal life to as many as the Fath- 


er had giveninto his hands. The apostle Paul 
declares, that eternal life isthe free gift of God, 
and that the free gift came upon ell men unto 
justification of life. He argues from the faet, 
that if “ Christ died for all, then were all dead, 
and that he died for all, that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto him who died for them and pose a- 
gain.” “ For to this end, Christ both died, 
rose and revived, that he might be Lord, both 
of the dead and the living.” He declares 
that peace was made “ through the blood of 
the Cross, to reconcile all things unto himself, 
whether they be things on earth or things in 
heaven,” for the purpose of “ gathering to- 
gether in one, all things in Christ.” He says 
this is according to the zood will, pleasure and 
9 of God which he purposed in himself. 
ut Mr. S’s doctrine is, that the good will, 
pleasure and purpose of God, is to make an 
eternal separation in the human family---that 
God gave his Son a ransom for all, a propitia- 
tion for the sins of the whole world ; when at 
the same time, he had doomed a large portion 
of them to endless misery, by av irrevocable 
curse! Is this logick ? Js this consistency ? 
We prefer the doctrine of Christ and the A- 
postles. With their view of the subject, the 
scriptures harmonize, “‘ God gave his Son a 
ransom for all, that a!} might be reconciled.” 
Here is no absurdity, no inconsistency, no 
contradiction---all the attributes of the Deity 
perfectly harmonize ; our Savicur died not in 
vain, * he shall see of the travail of his soul 
and shall be satisfied.” The cevenant that 
God made with our father Abraham that in 
his seed (Christ,) should all the nations, fami- 
lies and kindreds of the earth be blest, is now 
fulfilled. ‘The righteous are recompenced in 
the earth, much more the wicked and the 
sinner.--Prov. xi. 31. Man is satisfied, God 
is glorified, Angels rejoice, and every creature 
in heaven, earth and sea respond, “ blessing 
and honour and glory and power be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
for ever and ever.” A. C. 








We ask pardon of * A Friend to truth,” for having 
so long delayed his communieation, but it was acci- 
dentally mislaid and not found ip time for an earlier 
insertion. We thank him fer his favour, aud hope 
this will not prove the last of his communications {o 
the publick. We are pleased our Western friends 
have discovered the machinations of our Eastern big- 
ots. We trust they will be on their guard. The slan- 
derous notions propegated by New-England religion- 
ists, that the Valley of the Missisippi is inhabited by 
heathen, who are destitute of religion, deserve and we 
pray God, may receive meritted rebuke.—Ep. 


Sr. Caanzes, Fes. 28rn, 1829. 








Father had given all things unto his hands fur 
this very purpose. He hath give him pow- 









Dear Sir— 
While looking over an old number of the 
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‘New-York Observer, a few days since, 1 saw 
an extract from the Richmond Visitor of the 
Sth of October last, which portrayed, in the 
roost pathetick manner, the sufferings and pri- 
vations of a home Missionary. 

I wish, through the medium of your paper, 
to correct the mistakes in that publication — 
Whether they are accidental or mtentional 
mistakes I know not: but so it is, thata great 
part, if not all, of that publication is destitute 
of what all readers of romance and ficticn con- 
sider absolutely necessary to constitute a good 
novel: I mean, truth for its foundation. ‘I'nat 
part,of the publication to which I have partic, 
ular reference, reads thus. -* I have worn out 
myself in the missionary service, and have not 
the means of taking a journey, the only way 
that remains of restoring my health, and in- 
deed scarcely of procuring for myself the com- 
forts of life, while I sink into the grave and 
leave my family—none knows to whiose care, 
except that there is a God of the widow and 
the fatherless.” 

if the writer had closed his novel here, he 
perhaps never would have had 1t contradicted ; 
but what he relates afterwards is what showed 
to me who the hero of the novel was. Thus 
tar, not one word is’ correct, neither did this 
home missionary ever make ute of such lan- 
guage (when he was in his right mind at least) 
as this, nor any thing like it. His couversa- 
tion was always the reverse, and to his last 
breath he remembered with gratitude the kind- 
ness of the people to himself and ‘amily. He 





church growing up in our own country } Are* 
not our sons and daughters instructed that 
whoever disputes what is taught by the spe 
is in danger of heil fire? and that the 
way to escape that, is to become a member of 
some orthodox church? Every man must ac- 
knowledge this to be a fact. But a few in- 
ferences and I have done. . ’ 
if the reports of Missionaries who have 
been sent among the heathen are correct, the 
men who occupy the same station as it res- 
pects the idol and the worshippers of that idol, |) 
that ministers pretend to hold between civil- 
ized men and their Creator, are looked upon 
with respect and reverence by the people, and 
consequently their wants, and those of their | 
families, are supplied. Now this home Mis- } 
sionary was a pastor of a church of near twen- 
ty members, and would not the natural infer- 
ence be, that these people had become more 
unfeeling than the Hindoo jor the Bramin ? 
Certainly ; every man must acknowledge that | 
that inference would be correct. Nowif these | 
home Missionaries teach a religion which has | 
a tendency to make men more barbarous than | 
the most degraded worshipper of the Grand | 
Lama, is it to be wondered at if they are not | 
supported ? 

If civilization is a blessing, which e 
man must acknowledge, how destitute of all 
affection for his fellow creatures must thatman | 
be who would support a set of pretended cler- | 
gy. for the sole pur, of destroying that, and | 
instituting in itg place a pretended religion to 


was provided not only with the comforts, but | convert men, rot from a state of civilization 
enjoyed the luxuries of life in abundance ; and | to that of christianity, but froma civilized 
he has frequently told me that the people a- ' state to that of the most worthless savage |— 
mong whom he lived were kind and affection- | Can the clergy suppose that men are to be thus 
ate, not only to him bui to all strangers; and | deceived? Can they for one moment imagine 
this I know from my own experience, having | that mankind are so destitute of natural % 
lived among them for some time. I find friend- | ings that they will pray for the destruction of 
ship and hospitality to be two general char- | their own happiness and that of ‘their fellows ? 
acteristicks of the people of the western part of | And above all, is this the retarn which a gene- 
our Union. As to his occupying a frontier | rous publick is to receive from those sons of 


station, I shall only say that he resided within | charity, who were taken from the haunts of |) 


twenty miles of one of the most populous | poverty and degradation and raised to a pub- 
towns in the western States. lick life, without any of their own exertions ? 
I am not pleased with contention, particu- | O base, black ingratitude! Well may human 
larly of this kind. But when I see the most | nature blush if this is one of her inherent prin- 
ross absurdities palmed upon an unsuspecting | ciples—*‘ and what man seeing this, and hav- 
publick for the sole purpose of increasing the | ing human feelings, would not blush and hang 
salarves of the clergy, then it is that 1 amcon- his head to think himself a man.” 
strained to use.my influence, small as it may I make these observations that the publick 
be, to check the power of men who would | may know that many false reports have been 
gladly practice the same impositions upon the | circulated in the eastern States respecting this 
world that history informs us were practiced country ; and, with this view, I submit it to ” 
in the dark ages, by that beast wjth seven | the publick, hoping they will read it with can- 
heads and ten borns, the seat of whose empire | dour, and judge impartially as to the points 
was at Rome, under whose fostering care grew | which are here touched upon, though but 
up. the Inquisition, that national curse, the | briefly. A Frienp to Tuvrs. 
cause of the most excruciating sufferings to | 
thousands of individuals, simply because their | The following communication is from Jacob{Chase, 
doctrine differed from that of the holy mother | jun. now residing a few miles from,this place in the 
church. And is there not a oly mother ' county of Onondaga. W:th Br. Chace we have for- 
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mecenly a slight acquaintance. He informs us he 
has, for the two or three years past, devoted a large 
shate of his time to the studies preparatory to the 
ministry He has preached a few times. We heard 
him deliver a lecture in this village. We were well 
pleased, and we believe al! those who hear him were 
of the same opinion with ourself. He appears a man 
of respectable talents, and of pretty critical knowledge 
of the Scriptures, He enters the ministry with much 
torecommend him, and from the specimen we have 
seen, we bid him “ God speed,” and earnestly pray the 
great Head of the Church may make him an able de- 
ofender of impartial truth, a zealous and useful advocate 
Of the faith once delivered to the saints. 

It is with much pleasure we welcome brethren to 
the miriigtry in this section of country. Here is a vast 
field, the harvest is truly plenteous, but the labourers 
are few. Our population is enlightened and liberal. 
The Orthodox have drawn their bands too close, and 
nothing is wanting but able, pious and aclive ministers 
of the reconciliation to come among us, to drive the 
heart rending doctrines which have hitherto been prea- 
ched, to that place where they may be, as if they had 
not been. God grant us such ministers of his word.-- Ed. 

FAITH AND LOVE. 


_ Faith is the gift of God,—the substance of 
things hoped for, and the evidence of things 
not seen, Excellent things are related con- 
cerning faith, and whoever is partaker of this 
heavenly blessing may with great propriety 
say, “* Thanks be to God for this unspeaxable 
gift.” But, notwithstanding all the excellen- 
cies of christian faith, still, when compared 
with love, it falls far short of being equel. 

What S: Paul observes in relation to the 
superiority of the gospe! covenant over that of 
the law, may, with the greatest propriety, be 
applied in relation to the superiour nature and 
glory of love, when compared with faith. 

** Even that which was made glorious has 
no glory in this respect, by reason of the glo- 
ry that excelleth; for if that which is done 
away is glorious, much more doth that which 
remaineth exceed in glory.’’ Yes, all the glo- 
ry of faith, before it is done away, arises in 
consequence of ministering tolove. It is the 

at temporary means which God hath or- 

ained to promote that glorious end. 
~ — Let those who magnify faith beyond all pro- 
i) portion, so as to swallow up all things else, and 
| who sototally misapprehend the nnture of it 
i) as to imagine it stands in the place of love, 
consider that as love may exist long after death, 
| so it did exist long before it. The angels, who 
‘from the first moment of their existence deheld 
the face of their Creator, had no occasion for 
| faith. Faith, in its general acceptation, is the 
| evidence of things not seen—they had no need 
of this, neither had they need of faith accord- 
ing to its particular acceptation—that is, faith 
in the blood of Christ; for he took not on him 

the nature of angels, but only the seed of A- 

pbraham. Hence there was no place found for 
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faith before the foundation of the world, eith- 
er in its general or in its particulat segse.— 
But not so with regard to love. Love, from 
eternity, existed in God, the great ocean of 
love, for ‘*Wiod is love.” Love had a place in 
all the intellectual offsprings of Jehovah, from 
the commencement of their existence. They 
received at once from their Creator, to exist 
and to love. 

Faith had no place in Paradise—that is, in 
its general sense. It is high!y probable, from 
the short account which we have in holy writ, 
that Adam walked with his God by sight and 
not by faith He was then blessed with the op- 
portunity of conversing face to face with him 
whose face we cannot now see and live. 

He, therefore, had no need of that faith 
whose office is now to supply the want of sight. 
On the other hand, it is absolutely certain 
faith, in its particular sense, liad then no place. 
For, in that sense, it necessarily presupposes 
sin, and opposition to all good, without 
which there would have been no need of an 
atonement, for an atonement is made to recon- 
cile sinners. Hence, as there was no need of 
an atonement before man had sinned, so there 
could have been no place for the exercise of 
faith ia that atonement, man then being pure 
from every stainof sin. But love, even then, 
filied his heart; it reigned in him without a 
rival. And it was only when love was lost by 
sin, and the mind of man became darkened, 
that faith in God was given, by which he might 
vicw himself justified through the atonement 
by which * life and immortality were brought 
to light.” After man had sinned, he received 
this evidence of things not seen, which before 
was altogether neediess—this confidenee in 
redeeming love, which could not possibly have 
any place till the promise was made, that 
** the seed of the woman should bruise the ser- 
pent’s head.” Faith, then, was originally de- 
signed to re-establish the law of love. There- 
fore, in speaking thus of faith, I am not under- 
valuing it, or robbing it of its due praise ; but 
on the contrary, showiog its real value, and giv- 
ing it the place for which the wisdom of God 
originally desigued it. 

It may follow, from whatI have said, that 
faith in itself is of no value. Yet as it has a 
tendency to establish anew the law of love in 
the heart of man, and as, in the present state 
of things, it isthe only means under heaven of 
effecting this end, it is an unspeakable bless- 
ing. But still it is inferiour to love, as the 
means can never be more valuable than the 
end to be accomplished. 

‘Faith may be lost in sight, hope end in 
fruition,” yet, charity or Jove shall extend to the 
latest period of eternity. ‘*A new command 
give I unto you,” says Christ, “that ye love 
one another ;” ** love worketh no ill to its neigh- 
bour ;” ‘love is the fulfilling of the law.”— 
This heaven born or eternally existing princi- 
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ple may I ever be found to cherish towards God 
and men. J. CHASE, Jn. 


We do not pretend to understand all that is in the 
two articles which follow, but being very well pleased 
with what we do understand, we think it is very pro- 
bable the unintelligible part may be equally as pleas- 
ing to thuse who are spiritually discerned. The sen- 
timents are in part new to us, and we wish the writers 
to develope their views more freely—we thank them 
for the commanications.—Ep. 

The first work, or beginning of the redeem- 
ing love of God, is in that Immamiel, or God 
with us, given to the first Adam, as the seed of 
the woman, which in him, and all his posteri- 
ty, should bruise the head, and overcome the 
life of the serpent in our fallen nature. This 
is love indeed, because it is universal, and 
reaches every branch of the human tree, from 
the first.to the last man, that grows from it. 

Miserably 2s mankind are divided, and all 
at war with one another, every one appropria- 
ting God to himself, yetthey have but one God, 
who is the spirit of all, the life of all, and the 
lover of all. Men may divide themselves, to 
have God to themselves, they may hate and per- 
secute one another for God’s sake ; but this is 


a blessed truth, that neither the hater, nor the | 


hated can be divided from the holy God, who 
with an unalterable meekness, patience, and 
good will towards all, waits for all, calls all, 
redeems all, and comprehends all, in the out- 
stretched armsof his love. Ask not therefore 
how we shall enter into this religion of love 
and salvation, for it is itself entered into us, it 
has taken possession of us, from the beginning. 
It is Immanuel in every human soul, it lies as 
a treasure of heaven, and eternity, in us; it 
can not be divided from us, neither by the 
power of angels, aor men, nor devils. We can 
not lose it ourselves, it will never leave us, nor 
forsake us. This is the open gate of our re- 
demption, we have not far to goto find it. It 
isevery man’s own treasure, it is a root of hea- 
ven, a seed of God, sown into our souls at our 
natural birth by God, and like a small grain of 
mustard seed, has a power of growing to be a 
tree of life. Mark and observe, where and what 
the true nature of religion is, its place is with- 
in, its work, and effect is within, its glory, 
its life, its perfection is all within ; it is 
merely and solely the raising or bringing to 
light the divine life in our souls. 

Religion, (which is solely to restore man to 
his first, and right state in ») had its begin- 
ing and first power, from the seed of the woman 
to the treader on the serpent’s head, and 
therefore all its progress, from its beginning to 
its last finished work, is, and can be nothing 
else, but the growing power and victory of the 
seed of the woman, over all the evil brought by 
the serpent into our human nature. 

For the seed of the womun, is the spirit, 
power, and life ef God, given and breathed a- 








gain into man, to be the raiser and redeemer 
of that first life, which he had lost. This.was 


the spirituab nature of religion in its first be- jj 
ginning, and this alone is its whole nature te, 
the end of time ; it is nothing else, butthe pow- | 
er, life, and spirit of God working and reviv- 
ing life in the fallen soul, and driving all its 
evil out of it. 

This is the true rock, on which the church 
of Christ is built, this is the one chureh, out of 
which there is no salvation, and against which 
the gates of hell can never prev Let reli- 
gion have ever so many shapes, forms or refer- 
mations, it is no true divine service, no proper 
worship of God, has no good in it, can do no 
good to man, can remove no evil out of him, 
raise no divine life in him, but so far as it 
serves, worships, conforms, and gives iteelf up 
to this operation of God, as living and dwelling 
in the soul. 

We must seek for no good, no comfort, but 
in the inward awakening of all that is hol 
and heavenly in our hearts, and then so mu 
as we have of this inward religion, so much 
we have of a real salvation. For salvation is 


| only a victory ever nature, so far as we resist 


and renounce our own vain, selfish, end earth- 
ly nature, so far as we overcome all our own 
natural tempers of the old man, so far God en- 
ters into us, lives, and operates in us ; he is in 
us the light, the life, and the spirit of our souls, 
and we are in him that new creature, that wor- 
ships him in spirit and in truth. 
H. Porter. 


Every man in this world, stands essentially 
in heaven and in hell, both as to that which is 
within him, and that which is without him— 
For man and the world are both in the same 
fallen state. The curse in the earth is that 
same thing in outward nature, thatthe loss of 
the divine life was to the soul of Adam. 

The whole world, in ali its nature is nothing 
else but a real mixture of heaven and hell--- 
The sun and the water of this world, is that 
which keeps under, and overcomes the dark- 
ness, wrath and fire of hell, and carries on the 
vegitable and animal life that is in it—The 
light of the sun blesses all the workings of the 
elements, and the cool softening essence of 
the water keeps under the fire, and wrath of 
nature. 

In all animal creatures the birth of light is 
their own life, and the water of their own 
blood, both produced by the light of the sun, 
and the water of outward nature, brings forth 
an order of earthly creatures, that can enjoy 
the good that is in this world, in spite of the 
wrath of hell, and the malice of devils—But 
man has more than all this, for being at first 
created an angel, and intended by the mercy 
of God to be an angel again, has the light‘of 
heaven, and the water of eternal life, both giv- 
en to Adam in the seed of the woman, which 
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was to bruise the head of the serpent, that is 
to overcome the curse, the fire and wrath, or 
hell, that was awakened in the fatien soul.— 
So man has not only in common with other an- 
imals, the light and water of outward nature to 
quench the wrath of his own life in this wicked 
world, but he has the meekness, the light, the 
lové, the humility of Jesus Christ, as a seed of 
lifé born in his soul, to bring forth that first 
image of God, in which Adam was created. It 
may be known with a mathematical certainty, 
that the one thing necessary for every fallen 
soul, is to die go all the life that we have from 
* this world, that the life of heaven may be again 
t to life in the soul. 

The life of this world, is the life of the beast, 
scarlet whore, the old serpent, and the fiery 
dragon. _ Much learned pains has been often 
taken to prove Rome, or Constantinople, to be 
the seat of the beast, the Anti-Christ the scar- 
let whore, &c. But alas, they are not at such 
& distance from us, they are the properties of 
fallem: human nature, and are all of them alive 
in-our own selves, till we are dead or dying 
to all the spirit, and tempters of this world ; fur 
covetousness and sensuality of. all kinds, are 
the very devouring beasts, religion governed by 
a worldly, trading spirit, and gratifying the par- 
tial interests of flesh and blood, is nothing else 
but the scarlet whore ; guile and craft, and cun- 
ning, ate the very essence of the old serpent ; 
self-interest and self-exaltation are the whole 
nature of anti-christ ; pride, persecution wrath, 
hatred, and envy, are the very essence of the 


fiery dragon. THEOPHILUS. 
Portick Departiient. 


SONG OF THE SPRING. 

I come! I come! on joyous wing 

In Eden’s gay appearing ; 

At my approach the shivering form 

Of Winter robed in cioud and storm, 
In consternation flies the plain ; 

I burst the fountain’s icy chain, 

And natnre from her dark repose 
Comes forth, to life and joy like those 
Who from the dreamless tomb arise, 
To the bright air of Paradise. 

I come ! I come! and shouts of mirth, 
Are bursting from the tribes of earth, 
lcome with song of gentle birds, 

And uncouth low of lazy herds, 

With flying clouds and fattening shower 
Changing with every changing hour; 
And flowerets gay like timid brides, 
And blushing on the warm hill-sides, 
And great ful odours fill the air 

As twilight falls in silence there. 
Icome! | come! while dews of morn 
Are glistening on tae shooting corn, 
And sweet among the sun-touched vales 
Are wooings light of balmy gales. 

I come on wings of golden light ; 

And gentle zephyrs aid my flight, 

From blissful Eden’s spicy bowers, 
With song of bird and scent of flowers, 
And waving tree-tops bud and bloom,— 
And scatter wide their rich perfume. 

















FROM THE CAYUGA PATRIOT. 
STANZAS, 
BY J. M. BD, 


I love to wander through the grove, 
When deck’d with vernal green ; 
And, o’er the smiling landscape rove, 
When nature looks serene. 
I love to climb the lofty hill, 
Ané stand upon its brow, 
While feather’d songsters sweetly trill, 
And zephyrts gently blow. 
I love to contemplate that power, 
Whence all creation sprung, 
The iife of ev’ry plant and flower, 
The theme of ev’ry tongue. 
I love to hear the rill complain 
In murmurs soft and slow, 
And listen to the lab’ring swain, 
Caroling at his plough. 
Far from the busy scenes of life, 
How sweet it is tostray ~ 
From hurry, tumult, care and strife, 
That steal our thoughts away. 
The Saviour frequently retired 
To mountains high and lone, 
With love of solitude inspired, 
When busy day had flown. 
Angels, upon their golden wings, 
Descending from above, 
Conversed with him of heav’nly things, 
Of mercy, truth and love. 
°Tis here the eye delights to trace 
The wond’rous works of God, 
While nature, deck’d with vernal grace, 
Proclaims his power abroad. 
On contemplation’s rapid wings 
Our tow’ring minds arise, 
And leave ail sublunary things 
To wander through the skies. 
Those vast ethereal worlds of light, 
Those countless spheres that roll ; 
We contemplate them with delight, 
They captivate the soul. 
They teach us to adore the hand, 
Almighty and supreme, 
That with unlimited command, 
Controls this spacious frame. 
Hence we our homeward course pursue, 
All placid and serene ; . 
The mind prepared for studies new, 
For ev’ry changing scene. 
Such pleasurable walks as these, 
The senses sweet regale ; 
Retard the progress of disease, 
And make us sound and hale. 
Full many a heart both gay and blithe 
At early dawn appears; 
Shines through the morn and noon of life, 
Then sinks and sets in tears. 
Full many a heart in clouds of care, 
Have dawned from sorrow’s night, . 
Burst from the gloom of black despair 
And sunk ir beams of light. 
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